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MARCELO SCANU

Argentina & Brazil

Province of Jujuy

Morro Von Rosen (5450m) is part of  the Chañi group, named for one 
of  the first climbers of  the mountain in the early 1900s. In April 2016, 

Matías Cruz and Facundo Suarez Zapiola set up a base camp in the hut on 
the slopes of  Chañi. They warmed up on a nearby dihedral, opening a new 
line on mostly good rock. They climbed about 100m of  6a, with moves of  
6a+, before giving up because of  rotten sections of  rock.

Windy conditions kept them to a very vertical spur on Morro Von Rosen. 
They approached by a creek to the south-east of  the mountain, which then 
steepened to become a rock gully that delivered them to the base of  the 
route. The first couple of  pitches were 5+/6a followed by 4. The next three 
ropes lengths were of  a dihedral and a crack with a few small roofs, all 6a 
to 6c+ climbing. The final pitch, slightly overhanging, took them with no 
further difficulties to the summit, on 24 April at 4pm. Qhapac Ñan (330m, 
6c+) is the name of  the ancient Inca road; one of  the roads went to Chañi 
for the purpose of  child sacrifice on its summit.

The line of Qhapac Ñan (330m, 6c+) in the Chañi group, Argentina.  
(Facundo Suárez Zapiola)

Province of Catamarca
A large Argentine expedition was active in the Volcán Antofalla massif, 
in the north of  Catamarca, on 9-20 January 2017. The group consisted of  
Julieta Balza, Sergio Cerutti, Adrián Gandino, Gerardo Casaldi, Martín 
Giraudo, Emilio González Turu, Javier Echenique, Gastón Vitry and Chris-
tian Vitry. The approach was by miners’ tracks, then across open, unmarked 
terrain. Together the group ascended the virgin Cerro Negro (4905m) on 
12 January. The next day Echenique and Casaldi made the second ascent 
of  Cerro Colorado de Antofalla (5775m). Other members climbed an  
unclimbed peak (5450m), naming it Cerro Gringo Cerutti. The group set up 
a high camp (5600m) on 15 January and the following day Turu, Christian 
Vitry, Gandino, Echenique, Balza, Giraudo and Casaldi reached the top of  
sacred Antofalla (6440m), first climbed by the Incas who erected a stone, 
open-air temple. They then traversed to a virgin peak they called Pico Peñas 
Coloradas (6320m). On 17 January both Vitry and Echenique arrived at 
the west summit, called Huamán (6335m), finding evidence of  a previous 
ascent. Echenique continued to the unclimbed south summit (6404m).

During the last days of  February, Argentines Andrés Zapata and Mar-
celo Scanu explored the area north of  the giant Volcán Galán, the world’s 
biggest caldera. They found an interesting landscape with vicuñas and  
other wildlife, and a thermal river with trout and leeches. Constant vigilance 
was required to deter the innumerable spiders that tried to crawl into their 
nostrils and ears at night. From a camp in the Río Aguas Calientes, Scanu 
reached the top of  an unclimbed mountain (c5100m) via the long north-east 
ridge. It was christened Cerro Cóndor Solitario.

Above: The top of the cableway on 
Cumbre General Belgrano (6097m), 
behind, once the longest in the world, 
serving the massif’s gold mines. 
(Pedro Strelin)

Right: The 400m Tabuleiro Wall in 
Brazil. The line of Para Temprano es 
Tarde is just left of the waterfall, going 
through the right-hand side of the roof. 
(Horacio Gratton)
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Province of La Rioja
The highest summit of  the Famatina range, the Sierras Pampeanas and all 
the extra-Andean Argentine region is Cumbre General Belgrano (6097m), 
which can be seen from many provinces. It also has several ancient gold 
mines and at one time held the highest and longest cableway in the  
world, now in ruins but active between 1904 and 1929 for transportation 
of  minerals to Chilecito.

In 2009 Pedro Strelin ascended the Pico Riojano (a lower summit)  
from Villa Castelli, via a new route and began thinking of  a west-to-east 
Famatina traverse, from Chilecito to Villa Castelli. In December 2016,  
Pedro, his brother, Alejandro, and Sergio Velázquez left the second station 
of  the cableway (1080m) near Chilecito. Five days later they arrived at La 
Mejicana, the highest station ruins. They camped by the lagoon (5000m) and 
at 4am on 20 December they headed to the summit. Alejandro had to give 
up, and returned alone to Chilecito. The other two continued past another 
lagoon, one of  the world’s highest at 5,800m, and were on Cumbre General 
Belgrano’s summit at midday; they reached 4000m on the western slopes 
the same day. The next day they descended 17 hours, reaching the Villa Cas-
telli cemetery at 9pm to complete the first traverse of  this massive mountain.

Province of Mendoza
Cordón de los Clonquis is part of  the Cordillera Principal. Sedimentary 
mountains, they consist of  five principal summits that separate Quebrada 
Chorrillos to the south, and Potrero Escondido to the north. This area 
is almost completely unexplored; access is via a 10km trek from Punta de  
Vacas along the Río Tupungato, followed by another 8km in the Río Blanco 
to reach the Potrero Escondido. During 2016, four of  its principal summits  
were ascended. Only Clonquis Oriental (4400m) remains unclimbed,  
defended by its vertical, rotten rock.

At the extreme south of  the range towers Cerro Horqueta (4565m),  
so called because of  its resemblance to a forked tree. It was climbed with 
no great difficulties by the north-west face in March 2016, by Argentines 
Glauco Muratti and Adrián Petrocelli. They found some exposed rotten 
rock steps of  grade III, the longest of  them about 25 meters. In the same 
month they climbed the west face of  Cerro Tropa (4530m) with the occa-
sional exposed grade III step; the summit rocks resembles a herd or troop. 
Clonquis Central (4576m) was ascended by Argentines Diego Molina and 
Pablo González, approaching from the Quebrada del Potrero Escondido in 
October 2016. They reached the summit, 1300m from base camp, by a snow 
gully with easy if  exposed rock steps.

Brazil
In 2016, two very interesting routes were opened in Brazil. In July, Argen-
tine Horacio Gratton teamed with Brazilians Lucas ‘Jah’ Marques and  
Gustavo Fontes. They focused on a new route on Tabuleiro, in the Bahai 
state of  Brazil. Tabuleiro is a 400m wall with 250m of  overhang and a  

waterfall in its centre. Both Brazilians were familiar with the wall; they had 
previously climbed the most difficult of  its routes: Smoke on the Water (350m, 
8a+). On this trip they climbed the first pitches of  Smoke on the Water to 
reach a shelf, which made an excellent first camp as it is the beginning of  
the overhang that leads to a huge roof. They opened the first two pitches in 
the first couple of  days, the first pitch being the harder (8b/8b+) on 45m 
of  overhanging but solid quartzite. They aren’t sure that the second pitch, 
crossing the 30m PacMan roof  (8a), can be climbed free.
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They then left their gear on the shelf  and went to a bouldering festival  
in Ouro Preto for a couple of  days. Returning to conclude the climb, they 
connected to the last pitch of  Smoke on the Water, a nice 7a, followed by a 
short traverse to finish the climb in a fresh water lake that is the beginning 
of  the waterfall. Their climb has been named Para Temprano es Tarde (400m, 
8b/b+, 8a, 8a, 8a+) and as with the other route established by Gratton,  
Sangre Latina, see below, some pitches weren’t climbed free. They have plans 
to return to sort that out.

Pedra Baiana is located about 20km south-east of  the better-known Pedra 
Riscada, between the towns of  Itabirinha and Nova Belem. In August 2016 
Argentinian Horacio Gratton and Brazilians Ed Padilha, Valdesir Machado,  
Wagner Borges and William Lacerda opened a 17-pitch route, nine of  the 

A topo of Sangre Latina, the hard new route on Pedra Baiana (left), also 
pictured with a handsome cloud cap (top left), a view looking down on the 8b+ 
second pitch (top right) and a view of the unusual landscape (above). (Gabriel 
Tarso/Edson Vandeira)

pitches at 8a or above. They called it Sangre Latina (‘Latin blood’) because 
of  the wounds inflicted during the ascent. The team was granted access 
from the coffee growers that own the land, and set up base camp 20 minutes 
from the east wall. The route begins with a slab at 7c+/8a. The second 
pitch, a dihedral with a finger crack, was climbed at 8b/8b+, finishing in 
a roof  that the climbers say resembles the Great Roof  of  El Capitan’s The 
Nose. They climbed these first three pitches (the third being another finger 
crack-to-offwidth, 7b+) over two days, and saw that they were aiming for a 
heart-shaped pocket. They reached that on the third day, and found easier 
terrain (pitches of  7a and 6c).

On the fourth day they climbed over 7c+ ground towards what looked 
like a bivouac shelf, but the shelf  didn’t exist. Fortunately, 15m to the left 
they found a perfect cave with level ground that could sleep three or four  
people. From there the rock was overhanging with more pitches of  grade 8. 
The 8b/8b+ pitches were climbed with aid, over a succession of  days with 
teams bringing equipment, water and food to the climbers. Finally on the 
tenth day the route relented, they reached the top by the easiest pitches of  the 
route and enjoyed the magic of  being the first people to explore the summit.

The team left roughly 160 bolts on the route, including abseil-belay points, 
but left no bolts on the crack pitches. Gabriel Tarso and Edson Vandeira 
filmed and photographed the ascent. They plan to return soon to climb it 
free in its entirety.


